


Parallel Keys
Parallel keys begin on the same note, but have different 

key signatures and whole- and half- step arrangements.



Relative Keys
Relative keys have 

the same key signature, 
and different tonics.  

A relative minor key 
will start on the 6th 
scale degree of a major 
key. (or count down 3 half steps 
from the tonic of the major.)

The relative major of 
a minor key, find the   
and that note is the 
tonic. (or count up 3 half steps 
from the tonic of the minor.)



Minor keys have three 
forms - Natural minor, 
Harmonic minor, and Melodic 
minor.

Natural minor exactly 
matches the key signature of 
the major scale.

Harmonic minor raises the 
7th scale degree, which 
creates a leading tone.

Melodic minor matches the 
major scale when ascending, 
but upon descent, it lowers 
the 6th and 7th scale degrees 
by one half-step.

● In natural minor, the 
flat 7th is called the 
subtonic.

● In melodic minor, the 
raised 6th is called a 
raised submediant.

● Scale degrees 3, 6, 
and 7 are called 
modal scale degrees 
because they create 
the distinctive sound 
of the mode.



Pentatonic Scales
● Pentatonic Scales consist of 5 notes, 

as opposed to the heptatonic scale with 
7.

● These scales omit the 2 and lowered 7 
scale degrees.

● Major pentatonic scales get their sound 
from the 1, 3, and 5 scale degrees.

● Minor pentatonic scales get their sound 
from the 1, lowered 3, and 5 scale 
degrees.



Modal Scales
There are 6 diatonic 

modes:
1. Ionian 

● Starts, ends on scale 
degree 1

2. Dorian
● Starts, ends on scale 

degree 2
3. Phrygian

● Starts, ends on scale 
degree 3

4. Lydian
● Starts, ends on scale 

degree 4
5. Mixolydian

● Starts, ends on scale 
degree 5

6. Aeolian
● Starts, ends on 

scale degree 6


